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MAJOR ARTISTS, CRITIC, DEALER SPEAK 
AT CMA CONFERENCE ON CONTEMPORARY ART 
Cleveland-Area Resident Artists Speak about Impact of CMA Works 

CLEVELAND The human form has been a key subject for today's painters and sculptors. A 
conference exploring the re-emergence of the human figure in art in the past 15 years will take 
place at the Cleveland Museum of Art on Saturday morning, November 14, 1998. Called 
“Contemporary Art: It Figures,” this symposium features a panel of internationally recognized 
contemporary artists and historians of contemporary art. It is among an array of presentations 
by artists and experts on contemporary art complementing Cleveland Collects Contemporary 
Art, an exhibition comprising 70 paintings, sculptures, and photo-based works created between 
1982 and 1997, all privately owned by 30 individuals and businesses in this area. The show 
will be on view only at the CMA from November 8, 1998, through January 10, 1999. 

“Contemporary Art: It Figures” is cosponsored by the museum and its affiliate group, 
the Contemporary Art Society (CAS). Speakers are as follows: 

• Robert Rosenblum, professor of fine arts at New York University since 1 967; and 
curator of 20th-century art at New York's Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum since 

1996. Fie has written about such contemporary artists as Andy Warhol and Jeff Koons and on 
many aspects and periods of art history. His book titles include Modern Painting and the 
Northern Romantic Tradition: Friedrich to Rothko (nominated for the National Book Award, 
1975) and 19th-Century Art (with H.W. Janson, 1984); his byline has appeared in periodicals’ 
from Art in America to Vanity Fair. A popular lecturer, Rosenblum most recently spoke at the 
CMA for a conference complementing the museum's 1992 exhibition of Picasso still lifes. 

• Alex Katz, painter. New York City (b. 1 927). Katz came of age as an artist in New 
York City in the early 1950s, the age of Abstract Expressionism. Bucking that trend 

and continuing to forge his own way for the subsequent 40 years, he has explored 
representational art, from landscapes to portraits, inspired by bold i ma ges of billboards and 
close-up shots from movies. His larger-than-life portrait of his wife in their Chevrolet Impala 
— prominently installed in CMA's modem galleries — is best known to the Cleveland public. 
Katz's double portrait of fellow artist Francesco Clemente and his wife. Alba, painted in 1 987, 
will be in the first gallery of Cleveland Collects. 

• David Salle, painter. New Y ork City (b. 1 952). Salle is recognized for his provocative 
composite paintings of images appropriated from diverse sources including art history, 

film, and theater. Educated at the California Institute of the Arts in Valencia in the 1970s, he ’ 
emerged as a leading American painter during the 1980s. Salle's 1987 Yellow Bread, on view 
in Cleveland Collects, incorporates images of African jugs, partially nude female figures, and a 
loaf of twisted bread. 
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Tom E. Hinson, CMA's curator of contemporary art and photography and organizer of the 
exhibition, will serve as moderator of the panel discussion to follow these three presentations. Also serving 
on the panel will be Carolyn Alexander, co-partner in Alexander and Bonin, one of New York's most 
innovative contemporary art galleries, which represents Cleveland Collects artists John Aheam and Willie 
Cole. 


The conference takes place in the museum's Gartner Auditorium from 9 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 
Registration is $35 ($25, CMA and CAS members and seniors; $10 for students with ID). Tickets may be 
purchased through the CMA ticket center by phone, fax, or in person; (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 
or fax (216) 229-5095 ($2 service fee per ticket for phone orders; $1 for non-members). 

♦ ♦ >|e 

In addition to this major event, the CMA has a full line-up of free talks complementing the exhibition 
throughout November and December. A complete list of events follows: 

Artists Talk About Their Art: 

Cleveland-area-resident artists represented in the exhibition will talk about their own work followed by a 
tour into the CMA collection to look at art that has influenced them. 


Friday, Nov. 13, 6:30 
Friday, Nov. 20, 5:30 
Sunday Nov. 22, 2:00 
Friday, Dec. 4, 6:30 
Sunday, Dec. 13, 2:00 


Michael Loderstedt 
John Pearson 

Patricia Zinsmeister Parker 
Don Harvey 
Craig Lucas 


Slide Lectures by Curator Tom Hinson: 

Sunday, Nov. 8, 2 p.m. The Reemergence of the Figure in Contemporary Art 

Friday, Nov. 20, 6:30 p.m. Cleveland Collects Contemporary Art 

Public Gallery Talk: 

Saturday, Nov. 14, 10:30 a.m., by Anita Peeples, CMA Department of Education and Public Programs 

Related Lecture at CCCA: 

Friday, Dec. 11, 7:00 p.m. 

“Contemporary Art and Conceptual Photography: John Baldessari, Sarah Charlesworth and Yasumasa 
Morimura,” by Jill Synder, director, Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art. Call the CCCA at (216) 421- 
8671 for reservations. 
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Admission to the museum and to the exhibition is free. All events except for the symposium are free. For 
recorded information about events, call (216) 421-7340, ext. 464. 

* * * 

The Cleveland Collects Contemporary Art exhibition and catalogue are sponsored by Hahn Loeser & 
Parks, LLP and Ernst & Young, LLP. Promotional support is provided by Cleveland Magazine, 89.7 
WKSU, and The Wave 107.3 FM. 





